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Feature Article 
--------------------- 
 
Do you think dogs can learn by observing people? 
 
A test done by a team of researchers in Hungary seems to indicate that a dog will learn 
from watching people. 
 
For this test, they set up a large V-shaped wire fence and placed a dog treat inside the 
point of the V. The thinking behind this strategy is that they believe that dogs normally 
would not cope well with detours. In this situation, the dog has to go away from the treat 
by running along the fence to get around it and insight to get the reward.. 
 
This type of challenge involves a lot of trial and error before the dog can solve it on his 
own. In some cases, this can be a time-consuming process. Once he knows the secret, 
however, he can repeat the task more quickly. 
 
One of the researchers followed the path to solve this challenge while the dog watched. 
When sent to get the treat, the dog was soon able to follow the trail the researcher took 
to get the treat. 
 
This is clear evidence that a dog can learn by watching his owner. Once your dog figures 
out that you can be helpful in solving problems like this, your dog will put more attention 
on watching you. He will look for clues to help him understand similar challenges. 
 
The key is that your dog must be willing to wait for you to show him the most effective 
route. 
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Interestingly, wolves will not look a human in the face as will a domesticated dog. A very 
likely cause for this is that in the wild when a wolf looks into another wolf's eyes, it can 
be seen as confrontational. This can lead to battles for domination.  
 
Dogs, on the other hand, have come to understand that looking into the face of their 
owner does not represent such a challenge. Before we tamed them, however, wild dogs 
(which are descendants of the wolf) would not look another being in the eyes unless he 
was defending his territory or challenging for supremacy. From constant exposure to 
humans and a willingness to socialize with us they have learned that looking into the 
eyes of their owners, and vice versa, is quite acceptable behavior. 
 
A Story – Dogged Determination 
 
Have you ever noticed how determined your dog is sometimes? They are so 
determined, in fact, that they have little or no concern for their own safety. Here's what 
my dog, Tyler, did the other day. 
 
Because his claws have chewed up my lawn from his sudden stops, I've had to fence off 
a section to allow the grass to grow back. 
 
The other day, I was throwing his toy and it accidentally bounced inside this fenced off 
area. Now, Tyler is very short on patience and will burst through anything if he sees the 
need. His first instinct is to use brute force. 
 
In this case, he wanted that toy badly. He ran up to the fence, put his head against it and 
forced his way through a weak point where the fencing attaches loosely to a post. 
 
Once he had the toy, he looked around to see how he could get back out. He headed 
straight back to the spot where he came in, but the fence was still firmly attached at the 
exact spot he chose to put his head. 
 
You'd think that he would give up and find an easier exit, but he persisted. 
 
It was comical to see him force his forehead and nose into the fence. I couldn't believe 
how hard he was pushing and how much resistance he was willing to endure. His head 
was pushed back and his lower jaw was almost touching his chest. The pattern of the 
wire fence was making an impression on his face, he was pushing so hard. 
 
He looked a little confused when it didn't give way easily, but he just kept pushing until 
he succeeded. 
 
This shows that the facts in this issue's feature story are true. A dog will take the most 
direct route to get where he wants to go. He just does not like detours and seems unable 
to understand that there is another alternative. 
 
Try this fun exercise with your dog. 
 
Put something that your dog wants, like treat or a toy, in a location where he can see it 
but cannot get to it directly. (Be fair. Don't put it up high or inside a patio door which he 
could never get to anyway without your help.) Put it in a location where he will have to 
find his way around the obstacle to retrieve it. See how long it takes your dog to do the 
unnatural, namely, to head away from that which he desires in order to get to it. 
 



When he fails, and looks puzzled, instruct him to wait while you show him how to get to 
the treat. Return by the same thought and then send him to get the treat. See how much 
faster he can get to it once he knows the route you took. 
 
Health Article 
-------------------- 
 
Canine Dental Health 
 
Until recently, the dental health of our dogs has been left to fate. This has allowed many 
dogs to endure a lot of unnecessary discomfort and pain. Dogs are just as prone to 
dental disease as we are, although our choice of food can have a huge impact on 
whether or not we develop dental problems. 
 
There are natural things that a dog can do to help himself. Chewing is an excellent way 
for him or her to maintain teeth and gums health. Rubberized toys are perfect because 
they run up and down on the teeth and gums while the dog is chewing. This wears away 
any tartar buildup. 
 
If that is not sufficient for keeping your dog's teeth clean, you can purchase toothpaste 
that is safe for dogs. Never use human tooth cleaners on your pet. 
 
Not all dogs have dental problems or to the same degree. There are a lot of factors. 
Some breeds are more prone to dental problems. It depends on the dog's genes. You 
can get an insight into what you can expect with your puppy if you examine his or her 
parents for any signs of gum and dental disease. 
 
Another contributed factor involves the chemistry in your dog's saliva which can have 
little if anything to do with the age of your dog. A 3-year-old dog who has enjoyed 
excellent nutrition from birth can still develop inflamed gums and yellowing teeth. On the 
other hand, an 8-year-old dog with a less than perfect diet can enjoy good dental health 
throughout its life. 
 
If you notice a crusty buildup (tartar) on the teeth or if the gums look red and inflamed, 
seek veterinary help to avoid extensive damage and high dental bills in the future. 
 
Dogs that eat hard objects, such as bones, can damage their teeth. You will see chips 
missing in the teeth, but some damage you might not see, such as fine cracks or 
damage below the gum line. 
 
Look for the signs of dental disease 
 
- A foul breath 
- bleeding gums 
- dropping food while eating 
- pawing at the mouth and rubbing his face on the ground 
- drooling when your dog generally does not do so (some breeds do drool normally) 
- change in appetite 
- change in eating habits, such as eating on one side of the mouth only 
- an apparent caution in chewing – as if it hurts when he does 
 
How frequently you clean your dog's teeth will depend on their condition. Dogs that 
seem to develop tartar and yellowing quickly will require more frequent cleaning. It is a 
good idea to speak with your vet for advice and tips on how to clean your dog's teeth. 
 



Make sure that he or she has the proper chew toys and avoid giving your dog soft and 
sugary foods. 
 
Regular Sections: 
 
- Dog Trivia 
 
Did you know that dogs can smell fear? This is a smell that is carried by certain body 
fluids. When a dog is threatened, he will release a fear scent. Another dog can see this 
as a sign of weakness and can cause him to attack. A dog can also read it as a sign of 
potential danger which will help him to survive.  
 
Absence of the fear scent can signal that it is safe to approach. Dogs often use their 
sense of smell to find out how another dog is feeling and get advanced warning if those 
feelings are aggressive. 
 
--------- 
 
Why do dogs have cold noses? The moisture is caused by the mucous glands in the 
dog's nose. Because odor chemicals are dissolved in water, they begin to dissolve when 
they come in contact with the dog's wet nose. This helps to enhance the scent so that 
the dog can identify it, but the moisture on the nose often is not sufficient to do the job. 
The dog will lick his nose in order to collect more of the scent molecules. 
 
Small hair-like structures inside the nose draw the smell into the nasal cavity towards 
special cells that help him to identify the order. 
 
- Warnings 
 
Tennis balls: I don't know too many dogs that do not like to play with balls. Tyler loves 
tennis balls, but I just learned that they can be dangerous to him. At first, I thought it was 
because he could chew off the skin and swallow it, which can then lodge in his 
intestines. But now I learned that a tennis ball can pop under the jaws of a strong dog 
like him. This can cause the broken half to go into the dogs throat and cut off his air 
supply. 
 
If your dog has strong jaws, be careful with tennis balls. Remove them from the yard. Do 
not allow your dog to have them unless you're present to can keep an eye on him. 
 
Toy bits: Tyler loves to shred any toy that you give him. He has gone through every toy 
and cost me approximately $300. Most of them went into the garbage within minutes; 
even the toughest ones are not indestructible as far as he is concerned. 
 
He enjoys chewing the toys until they break apart. Then he swallows some of the pieces. 
Fortunately, this has not caused problems so far. I must constantly keep my eye on him 
and remove the toys as soon as he breaks them. 
 
Do not allow your dog to play with a toy alone and do not leave him with the smaller 
pieces because if he swallows them, they can become lodged in his digestive tract. This 
goes for rubber as well as soft stuffed toys. 
 
If a blockage occurs, it can cost you a lot of money to have it removed. 
 
- Member Submissions 
 



If you have a fun story to share, send them along. If it's good, I will publish it in this 
section. Please use the link below. 
 
- Contests 
 
Send Your Photos! Throughout the rest of April and all of May, I invite you to send me 
your dog photos – the cuter, the better. At the end of May, the members will have a 
chance to vote on which one they like the best. The winning photo will become the "Dog 
of the Month". The photo will be displayed on a special "Dog of the Month" page at 
http://www.dogtalkweekly.com  
 
Be sure to include a small caption (about as long as that paragraph) giving a few fun 
details about your dog / photo. 
 
This "Dog of the Month" contest will continue every month throughout the year. At the 
end of the year, members will have a chance to vote and name the "Dog of the Year" 
(More details to come) 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  
--------------------------- 
 
By submitting material to Dog Talk Weekly, you understand that you are giving me the 
rights to use it on my web site, in ebooks and in videos. If you do not want to make these 
rights available to me, please do not send them in.  
 
If you do not want to make these rights available to me, please do not send them in.  
 
NOTE – As the original owner, you will still hold the copyright to anything that you send 
to me for Dog Talk Weekly. 
  
PLAGIARISM IS A VERY SERIOUS CRIMINAL OFFENSE. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please DO NOT send any material that you have not created and for which you do not 
own the copyright. Anyone violating the copyright laws can be sued. If you have created 
something for a client, be sure that you still own the copyright. In most cases, the 
copyright goes to the client. Images from the Web are not always free to copy and use.  
 
To protect yourself and me, please only send in your own work. That way we will be 
absolutely sure. 
 
I appreciate your adhering to the copyright laws. 
 
 
That's it for this issue. I hope you enjoyed it.  
 
Until next week… 
 
Get out there and have fun with your dog. Take some great photos. Collect wonderful 
memories. 
 
 
Sylvia 
 
P.S.: Don't forget to send me your stories and ideas for upcoming issues of Dog Talk 
Weekly. Just send them to me through my contact form here: 
http://sylviadickens.com/contactform/contactus.php  
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Dog Nutrition is vital to your dog's life expectancy and quality of life. I've written a book 
on how to make sure your dog gets a healthy, nutritious diet and avoids many of the 
dangers that come with certain foods. Find out more at 
http://healthydognutritionsecrets.com/healthydogPP1.htm  
 
Puppy Parenting Course: Are you drowning in a sea of questions about raising your 
puppy the right way? This 24-week course feeds you all the information you need in bite-
size portions that you can use during your puppy's early years. Get a free trial today. 
http://www.dogownersu.com/FreeTrial.htm  
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