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Welcome back. I hope you enjoyed my launch issue.  
 
I've decided to make back issues of the newsletter available online in PDF format. You 
will find the link at the bottom of each newsletter.  
 
IN THIS ISSUE: 
 
1. Feature Article: Puppies need love and touches 
2. How my dog uses clues 
3. Regular Sections 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Classified Ads: 
Have something to sell? Advertise it here. $15 per insertion. 
Discounted rates for multiple insertions. 4 lines / 250 characters. 
Please go here: http://sylviadickens.com/contactform/contactus.php 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Feature Story 
 
If you have been puppy hunting recently, this will sound very familiar to you. 
 
What is the first thing that came to your mind after you decided which was the right 
puppy for you? I'll bet you just couldn't wait to get him or her home so you could begin 
developing your relationship. 
 
You have to be careful at this stage because puppies have needs that must be met 
before they reached a certain age. They must have the opportunity to get close to their 
mothers. What's more, the mothers have to be caring. 
 
It is hard to imagine that any mother would abandon or ignore her offspring, but as 
surprising as it might be, it does happen with dogs. 
 
For reasons that are often unknown to us, mothers will not pay attention to her puppies, 
or at least not to certain of her puppies. This might be because she thinks there is 
something wrong with them. By denying them the attention that they need, she is really 
allowing nature to take its course of letting the weak die. 
 
Puppies need to feel the soft warmth and comfort of their mothers. If they do not get it, or 
if they are abandoned by their mother, they will be distressed. You can try to comfort 
them by giving them food and toys or something soft to represent the feel of a mother, 
but it is not enough. They also need the licking and nuzzling that the mother would 
provide.  
 



Fortunately, you can help a puppy to overcome the distress of separation by gently 
petting the dog. This action will slow the dog's heart rate and breathing so that they 
become more natural. 
 
This kind of touching can teach a dog how to cope with anxiety in any situation that 
causes it. 
 
In the absence of such comforting, as when a puppy has been abandoned or separated 
from its mother too early, it can develop emotional and behavioral problems. Symptoms 
include whining, chewing, self mutilation, destruction, and an inability to associate with 
others. 
 
It is best, therefore, to let the puppy stay with its mother until it is over 6 weeks to 2 
months of age. Otherwise, make sure that you do whatever you can to provide the 
puppy with the right kind of attention. 
 
There is a specific way to pet a dog that has been denied the touching of his mother. 
The most effective is to allow the dog to lean against you during the petting, thereby 
maintaining physical contact with you. Make it similar to a massage and pay special 
attention to the dog's shoulders, back and neck areas. 
 
Even if the dog did receive this kind of attention from his mother, he is sure to 
experience some level of anxiety and stress when he leaves her side to come and live 
with you. Be sure to use physical contact as described to help him or her to stay calm, 
relaxed and safe. 
 
Scientists have proven that puppies that are touched frequently throughout their lives 
display more vitality, more energy and more confidence. This makes them much easier 
to train. 
 
How My Dog Uses Clues 
 
One day, my dog Tyler was waiting for me to toss his toy for him to chase and catch it. 
At first, I was just watching how alert and ready he was, and amazed at how quickly he 
was able to get off the mark and catch the toy.  
 
Some weeks later while I tried to figure out how he knew when I was going to throw the 
toy. And then I noticed that he was not looking at it.  
 
It baffled me for some time because I couldn't tell what he was looking at so intently. 
"What the heck is he looking at?" I wondered. Somehow, he knew I was going to throw it 
before I actually did. How did he do that?  
 
And then I figured out that he was staring at my shoulder, but why? The ball was in my 
raised hand. And then I knew. My first action to throw the ball was not to move my hand, 
as I thought. He was watching for a twitch of my shoulder that told him that I was going 
to throw the toy for him. 
 
This amazed me and made me realize just how smart dogs can be. This is exactly how 
he would watch another animal – to see muscle or limb twitches or subtle movement so 
that he could keep ahead of the prey. How smart is that? 
 
But you know what's even more surprising? I couldn't trick him once I figured out what 
he was doing, because then the movement was unnatural, and he'd already had figured 
out the natural move. 
 



Try this little exercise with your dog and see what he or she does. Watch the eyes. It's 
really something to see. 
 
Regular Sections: 
 
- Dog Trivia 
 
Can dogs add? Problem solving for a dog is not what you might think. Consider how 
humans use logic. Here's an example. A child is shown 2 cards, each with #2 on it. She 
chooses from the rest of the pack the card that is a total of the two. She chooses the 
card with #4 on it. Bring in the dog. He is shown the same cards and gets the same 
answer - card #4. How did he know the answer? Did he add 2 + 2? 
 
Tempting isn't it? But dogs only see abstract patterns, not numbers. Plus what we 
humans tend to forget is that dogs also use other skills. Specifically, they watch their 
owners for signs, just like they watch prey for a hint as to their next move. It's very likely 
that you will look at the card with the correct answer, thereby cluing him into the right 
card.  
 
You'll be amazed at the subtle clues that a dog can pick up from you. 
 
- Member Submissions 
 
Don't forget to send me your interesting and fun short stories so that we can share them 
with the other readers. Details below. 
 
- Competitions 
 
Nothing yet, but I do have something in mind. I just need to figure out how to implement 
it. Keep an eye open for it. I'll be choosing the best 3 submissions and publishing the 
results in a future issue of Dog Talk Weekly. Not sure yet if I can reward the winner.  
 
DOG TALK WEEKLY NEWS 
 
I'm considering setting up a Dog Wall of Fame on my site at 
www.dogownersu.com/fundogpics.htm to display your dog photos. Watch for the 
announcement in a future issue of the newsletter.  
 
Also, I just finished a video that you are sure to enjoy… "What on Earth Is He Thinking?" 
– is a fun look at dog communication. You can view it on YouTube. Don't forget to leave 
your comments. I'd love to hear what you think of it.  
 
Oh. Take your kids to this show. They'll love it! 
 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUF1RzqHcLM  
  
That's it for this week. 
 
You can read previous issues of Dog Talk Weekly at 
http://www.dogownersu.com/DogTalkWeekly/archives.htm  
 
I hope you have enjoyed the issue. I'll talk with you again soon. 
 
 
Sylvia 
 

http://www.dogownersu.com/DogTalkWeekly/archives.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUF1RzqHcLM
http://www.dogownersu.com/fundogpics.htm


P.S.: Don't forget to send me your stories and ideas for upcoming issues of Dog Talk 
Weekly. Just send them to me through my contact form here: 
http://sylviadickens.com/contactform/contactus.php  
 
Dog Nutrition is vital to your dog's life expectancy and quality of life. I've written a book 
on how to make sure your dog gets a healthy, nutritious diet and avoids many of the 
dangers that come with certain foods. Find out more at 
http://healthydognutritionsecrets.com/healthydogPP1.htm  
 
Puppy Parenting Course: Are you drowning in a sea of questions about raising your 
puppy the right way? This 24-week course feeds you all the information you need in bite-
size portions that you can use during your puppy's early years. Get a free trial today. 
http://www.dogownersu.com/FreeTrial.htm  
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